Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 CAPET 00603 201636Z 

ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 10-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 
H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 DHA-02 /094W 

20231 1Z 028078/72 

R 201612Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY CAPE TOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5984 
INFO AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

UNCLAS CAPE TOWN 0603 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SF 

SUB J : VORSTER DEFENDS HIS RACIAL POLICIES TO PARLIAMENT 

1 . ADDRESSING PARLIAMENT APRIL 19 DURING THE DEBATE ON 
HIS BUDGET, PRIME MINISTER VORSTER TOOK A RIGID, UNCOMPRO- 
MISING LINE IN DEFENDING SAG'S APARTHEID POLICY. VORSTER SAID 
NATIONAL PARTY WOULD MAINTAIN ITS CURRENT RACE POLICY AND HAS 
NO INTENTION OF TURNING SOUTH AFRICA INTO A MULTIRACIAL 
COUNTRY. VORSTER SAID SAG IS CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR 

NON- WHITES AND IS ELIMINATING DISCRIMINATION, WHICH 
EVENTUALLY WILL BE COMPLETELY ELIMANATED. HE LISTED 
SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AS AREAS 
IN WHICH SAG HAD GONE OUT OF ITS WAY TO ACCOMMODATE NON- 
WHITES. 

2. VORSTER SAID THAT ONE OF BASIC POINTS OF 

NATIONAL PARTY POLICY WAS THAT HUMAN DIGNITY OF BLACK 
GROUPS AND THEIR LEADERS MUST BE RESPECTED, AND THAT 
"WE HAVE DONE NOTHING TO OFFEND THEIR HUMAN DIGNITY." 
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SPEAKING OF HIS PAST NEGOTIATIONS WITH BLACK LEADERS 
HE STATED: "I SAY DIRECTLY THAT I DO NOT CRAWL 
WHEN I NEGOTIATE. I DO NOT GO TO GET ORDERS WHEN I 
NEGOTIATE AND I DO NOT SELL OUT ANYONE WHEN I NEGOTIATE." 

3. MUCH OF DAY'S DEBATE CENTERED ON SAG REJECTION OF THE 
MOST IMPORTANT RECOMMENDATIONS OF THERON COMMISSION 
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REPORT ON COLORED POPULATION (76 CAPE TOWN 776, CAPE TOWN 0542, 

CAPE TOWN 0578). VORSTER DISMISSED THE CRITICISM AGAINST 
HIM, SAYING THAT THE COMMISSION WAS NOT APPOINTED TO SHAPE 
A POLICY FOR THE GOVERNMENT, AND INDICATING THAT HE DISAGREED 
WITH THE BASIC PHILOSOPHY OF THE COMMISSION'S REPORT. 

4. COMMENT. VORSTER'S APPROACH ON THIS 

OCCASION WAS ENTIRELY CONSISTENT WITH THE POSITION HE HAS TAKEN 
IN THE PAST. BOWDLER 
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